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COVID-19 
TREATMENTS FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Antiviral
Treatment Options:

What is an oral antiviral?
An oral antiviral is a type of medication taken by the mouth used to treat viral
infections and help your body recover quicker.

How can these oral antiviral drugs help people who test positive with
COVID-19?
An oral antiviral may be able to help decrease your symptoms, help you recover
more quickly, and prevent more serious progression of the disease. These
medications can help boost your Immune system and reduce the amount of active
virus In your body. Note that vaccination Is still the best form of protection from
COVID-19 and antivirals should not be viewed as a substitute but rather a
complement to vaccines.

Are these types of medication safe? Have they been approved by the FDA?
Yes, the FDA has fully approved one antiviral treatment (Remdesivir) and provided
Emergency Use Authorization to multiple other antivirals including Paxlovid. For
some people, taking certain oral antivirals is not recommended and you should
consult with a doctor about the best course of treatment.

Who Is eligible to receive antiviral treatments?
At this time, antiviral medications are available to people over the age of 12, who
have displayed COVID-19 symptoms In the past five days, and are a higher risk of
complications due to COVID-19. Your healthcare professional can help advise If
antivirals are the course of treatment for you.

Can I receive antiviral treatment if I am vaccinated for COVID-19?
Yes, antivirals are available and beneficial to patients regardless of vaccination status.
Breakthrough Infections are possible for vaccinated Individuals, and antivirals can
help reduce the burden of the disease.
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